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Star Wars Episode I 

Working Outline 

 

Topic: Star Wars Episode I: The Phantom Menace 

 

Specific Purpose: To inform my audience about how their brain tends to filter out some smaller 

details when watching a movie, leading them to think they are much better films than they 

actually are. 

 

Thesis Statement: Star Wars Episode I is one of the most objectively awful movies ever 

conceived by man. 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

I. Who here is a fan of the Star Wars movies? (attention getter) 

II. Episode I was recently rereleased in 3D last week so it is once again in my mind and 

the minds of people I know 

III. I then realized that the sheer awfulness of this movie will never go away, and cannot 

be undone.  

IV. I feel obligated to educate you all on things that may not have been obvious when this 

film was new, that will be brought to light so that I may expose this movie for what it 

is. 

 

TRANSITION:  Let me get started with what I feel is the biggest flaw (proceed to write 

“protagonist” on the board) 

 

BODY 

 

I. The movie has no main character to speak of 

 

A. Define protagonist: The main character, the hero of our story. Someone down on 

their luck, who after overcoming the obstacles set before them, emerge a better 

person in the end. 

B. Therefore, who is the main character of Phantom Menace? 

1. It’s not the two Jedi, because they were just sent on some boring political 

mission that they didn’t even seem very interested in to begin with. 

2. It’s not Queen Amadala, because she’s just some foreign royalty that doesn’t 

have much to do with the main events. 

3. It’s not Anakin, because the audience doesn’t meet him until 45 minutes into 

the movie, and being a little kid has no understanding or control of the things 

going on around him. Without that, no tension.  

 



C. I can therefore only conclude that there isn’t one. Not a single character the 

audience can relate to or care about. 

 

TRANSITION: Speaking of the characters, let’s talk about how utterly boring 

they all are 

 

II. The characters are so boring it probably put you to sleep, and that’s why people don’t 

seem to recall 

 

A. Begin exercise with the audience, ask them to compare characters from both the 

original trilogy and the prequels without saying things such as what they wore or 

what their profession was. 

1. The better descriptions we get, the stronger the character 

2. I expect little to nothing on the prequel characters, demonstrating this fact to 

the audience. 

 

III. The opening scene, and everything wrong with it 

 

A. (Sketch out the opening scene from A New Hope) 

B. In this sketch, the angle and subtle events show everything you need to know 

without saying a single word 

C. Phantom Menace starts out with 2 guys in hoods walking onto a space station that 

looks like a half eaten doughnut to solve a space trade dispute. 

1. Is that really supposed to be this movie’s hook? 

 

CONCLUSION 

I. I believe I’m going to bring this rant to a close even though, really, I’m just getting 

started. 

II. Hopefully with this information you will all rethink the kind of movies you subject 

yourselves to. 


